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Mountains, Fjords & Glaciers
Half the people we know have cruised to Alaska. The other half plans to. But
as much as we love a cruise, it just seems a shame to float right past some
of the most spectacular landscapes on earth. After all, the Kenai Peninsula
offers a range of wonderful walking options that don’t require “bush” skills.
There’s the world’s most northerly rain forest…Exit Glacier where a scenic
path allows us to experience its awesome scale up-close…Resurrection Bay
with its humpback whales and orcas…the wildflower meadows too far from
shore to ever be spotted by a landing party. With Classic Journeys, you’ll
see it all—and you’ll meet local fishermen, naturalists and other friends.
Accommodations include historic lodges and hotels. Even if we don’t offer a
2 a.m. dessert buffet, we think you’ll take home equally happy memories of a
lakeside salmon-bake followed by fresh-picked blueberries. And then you’ll
know you’ve truly touched Alaska.
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DAY 1

BIRD POINT / GIRDWOOD
• Warm up with a nature walk to spot Beluga whales
• Settle in over a festive welcome dinner

We meet at the Captain Cook Hotel before departing Anchorage for famous Bird Point, the start of our first spectacular walk
of the week.  It's here that we often see pods of Beluga whales that make the Turnagain Arm their home.  Our walk follows
the Byron Glacier Trail. Through an alderwood forest carpeted with ferns, we get scenic views of the Kenai Mountains, Alyeska
and the flats of Turnagain Arm.  Have your camera ready; we often see a variety of Alaskan wildlife, and with a bit of luck,
we may even spot moose.
.

Late this afternoon we arrive in the quaint resort town of Girdwood, our home for the night.  After the chance to relax and take
in the surroundings, we enjoy a festive welcome dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight: Girdwood

Meals: D

DAY 2

GIRDWOOD / SEWARD
• Explore a historic gold mine
• Walk along the famed Iditarod Trail
• Ride the Mt. Alyeska tramway for spectacular views

Our morning walk begins at the site of Alaska's richest gold mine, built in 1898. Eight of the buildings have been restored and
are on the Register of National Historic Places. After a short exploration of the mining camp, our guide shares with us Alaska's
fascinating mining history. Even today, locals and visitors come to the mine to relive the days of the gold rush and recover
some of the precious metal that has been left behind. From here, we depart on a morning walk along our favorite section
of the historic Iditarod Trail through tall spruce and hemlock forests and past a series of small waterfalls. Lush ferns, devil's
club, blueberry bushes and horsetail line the route, and along the way our guide points out the local fauna, including moose,
bears and a variety of songbirds.
.

In time for lunch, we board the Mt. Alyeska tramway for the spectacular ride 2300 feet above the valley floor. Here we enjoy
lunch of local specialties like King Crab Salad and reindeer sausage high atop Mt. Alyeska with panoramic views of the rugged
Chugach Mountains, Turnigan Arm and Seven Glaciers. After lunch, we have time to explore one of the various trails ideal for
capturing the beautiful Alaskan scenery.
.

Late this afternoon, a scenic drive brings us to one of Alaska's oldest towns, Seward, our home for two nights. After dinner,
relax at our waterfront hotel, or set out to explore the local shops and galleries that line Seward's charming streets.

Overnight: Seward

Meals: B, L, D

DAY 3

SEWARD
• Walk on a glacier to see a waterfall and ice fields
• Visit a marine institute
• Cruise through the Kenai Fjords

Just a few miles outside of Seward is landlocked Exit Glacier where we follow an easy path to the face of this slow moving
sea of ice. The 3-mile-long glacier, fractured and crackling, pours 2,500 feet down out of the Harding Ice field. Our walk takes
us up to the face of the glacier where we are dwarfed in its enormous shadow. If you like, continue on a more rugged footpath
that leads up glacier-scoured rock from the moraine to a beautiful vista of the glacier, waterfall and ice fields; a truly Alaskan
view. We return to Seward looking for moose, eagles, and black bears along the way. After lunch, we've arranged a special
visit to the unrivaled Alaska SeaLife Center. The world's first cold water marine institute, the SeaLife Center is dedicated to the
research, rescue and rehabilitation of Alaska's marine environment.
.

Late afternoon, we board a local boat for a spectacular excursion into Kenai Fjords National Park for an up-close view of the
marine wildlife and magnificent glaciers. In addition to the breathtaking vistas and awesome glaciers, we have the opportunity



DAILY ITINERARY
 Alaska: The Kenai Peninsula | Cultural Walking Adventure

800-200-3887 |  CLASSICJOURNEYS.COM

to see the wildlife that makes Alaska famous, including bald eagles, puffins and the endangered stellar sea lions. With a bit
of luck, we may also see humpback whales and orcas.

Overnight: Seward

Meals: B, D

DAY 4

HOMER
• Spot animals and birds at Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
• River raft on the Kenai River

This morning, we bid farewell to Seward on a spectacular route through Kenai National Wildlife Refuge watching for Alaska's
big game, including moose, bear, caribou, Dall sheep and mountain goats. Our first stop is the tiny town of Cooper Landing.
Here we enjoy a gentle rafting excursion down the Kenai River with the Kenai Ridge and Cecil Rhodes Peak as a breathtaking
backdrop. As we float down the calm river, our rafting guide will share with us the local natural history of the area's glaciers,
as well as the history of the Kenaitzi Tribe who made its life on the river's shores.
.

We'll make our way to Old Town Kenai in time for lunch and a visit to one of the oldest standing Russian Orthodox Churches in
Alaska. The church is a designated National Historic Landmark and has been the principal representative of Russian culture
in Alaska.
.

We arrive in Homer late this afternoon where we enjoy spectacular views of Kachemak Bay and the Kenai Mountain Range
from the terraces of our lodge hotel located at the end of the Homer Spit. If you like, take an early evening walk along the Spit
as the local fishing boats return from sea to unload the day's catch. Tonight, dinner is on our own, affording you the opportunity
to immerse yourself into this small Alaskan community and enjoy one of several exceptional local restaurants.

Overnight: Homer

Meals: B, L

DAY 5

HOMER
• Hike to a glacial lake to see icebergs up close
• Picnic on locally caught Alaskan seafood
• Boat back to our beach past otters, eagles, oyster farms, and a puffin rookery

After a leisurely breakfast, we take a spectacular boat ride across the bay for an exciting day in the Kachemak Bay State Park.
En route, we pass a local rookery where we often see a variety of seabirds including puffins, cormorants, kittiwakes, murres
and even the rare fork-tailed storm petrel.
.

Our path follows the coast where commercial fishing operations can be seen seining (fishing with a large net) for salmon next
to the beach and then turns inland through stands of spruce and cottonwood trees with views of Grewingk Glacier and the
surrounding Alaskan wilderness. Our walk brings us to the banks of a glacier-fed lake for a chance to rest our feet and enjoy
a delightful picnic of Alaskan specialties.
.

After lunch, our return route along a saddle trail offers spectacular views of Halibut Cove, Grewingk Glacier and lower Cook
Inlet. Early in the season, we're treated to colorful wildflowers and later in the summer the wild berries are abundant along
the trail.
.

Back in Homer in the late afternoon, there’s plenty to do after our return from a very active day. The Pratt Museum has an
exhibit on the 1989 Prince William oil spill – and you’ll really appreciate the scale of that event now that you’ve seen so much
of the rugged coastline.  Tonight we've arranged a special farewell seafood feast at our favorite restaurant in Homer.

Overnight: Homer

Meals: B, L, D

DAY 6

HOMER
• Visit to local artists' farmstead and art studios
• Return to Anchorage by private flightseeing tour or commercial flight

Homer is renowned throughout Alaska as having one of the most active communities of artists in the state. The area's natural
beauty is a source of inspiration for potters, painters, printmakers, jewelers, weavers, sculptors and stained-glass workers from
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all over the world. This morning, we'll meet Alaskan artists, Ranja and Jeff Dean and learn more about the creative Alaskan
lifestyle, including a visit of their farmstead, gallery and art studios overlooking Kachemak Bay and the Kenai Mountains.
.

This afternoon you have two options for how to return to Anchorage. You can choose from two methods of flying out of Homer:
You can arrange a 90 minute private flightseeing tour by contacting Regal Air: https://regal-air.com/ or Beluga Air: https://
www.belugaair.com/, or there are daily commercial flights on Ravn Alaska every three to four hours.

Meals: B
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Tour Hotels

The Hotel Alyeska
Tucked amid Alaska's Chugach Mountains, this luxurious chateau-

style resort is surrounded by hanging glaciers and spectacular ocean

views. Amenities include an indoor saltwater pool, fitness center, and

a hot tub overlooking the north face of Mt. Alyeska.

OVERNIGHT: Girdwood | NIGHTS: 1

Harbor 360 Hotel
Your gateway to Kenai Fjords National Park in the scenic harbor town

of Seward, Alaska. Located directly on the waterfront of the Seward

Small Boat Harbor, Harbor 360 Hotel offers guests stunning 360

degree views of Resurrection Bay.

OVERNIGHT: Seward | NIGHTS: 2

Land's End Resort
Watch otters, seals, whales and eagles from your room's private

deck on the shores of Kachemak Bay. Take in 180-degree view of the

Kenai Mountain Range from the oceanfront spa and outdoor hot tub.

OVERNIGHT: Homer | NIGHTS: 2
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Tour Dates & Prices

To see the full list of dates and prices for this tour, go to our website by clicking
here.

Want to travel with just your group on a date of your choosing? Visit
 CLASSICJOURNEYS.COM/PRIVATE to learn more about Private Journeys.

Trip Essentials
TRIP LENGTH 6 Days, 5 Nights

START Lobby of Hotel Captain Cook, Anchorage, Alaska

END Homer Airport, Homer, Alaska

TERRAIN Easy to moderate on good trails, with mini-van support.

What's Included

All breakfasts, 3 lunches and 4 dinners

Full-time experienced guide(s) who are with you throughout the trip and handle
behind-the-scenes logistics

Admissions to scheduled events as noted in the detailed daily itinerary

Gratuities for hotels, meals and baggage

All land transportation during the trip

Above & Beyond Benefits

Privileged Access Events

Invisible Check-In

Or give us a call
1-800-200-3887
Mon-Fri 8:00AM – 5:00PM PST
moreinfo@classicjourneys.com

AMBASSADOR CLUB
As a Classic Journeys guest, you are invited to join the
Ambassador Club after your first Classic Journeys tour. As a
member, you’ll have access to a whole suite of Ambassador
benefits you can use immediately and as often as you like.

ENJOY THE UNEXPECTED
When you travel with Classic Journeys, you can expect
handcrafted surprises built into every trip, but some things
just can’t be anticipated. Unusual weather, a once-a-year
festival or an unscheduled site closing will inspire us and your
local guide to improvise and modify this itinerary. Likewise,
the hotels named here are used on the majority of our
trips, but occasionally one of them can’t accommodate us.
If that happens, you can count on us to let you know before
departure and make sure you’re in a hotel of equal or better
quality. It’s our goal to make your trip exceptional!

**Any discount offered cannot be combined with other offers,
and only applies to published (regularly scheduled pubic)
departure dates in our catalogs or on our website.

https://www.classicjourneys.com/alaska/
https://www.classicjourneys.com/private-custom/
https://www.classicjourneys.com/alaska/
https://www.classicjourneys.com/guest-loyalty-program/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20
https://www.classicjourneys.com/guest-loyalty-program/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20


You’ll enjoy these handcrafted travel experiences in Alaska...
Cruising the Kenai Fjords for an up-close view of the
marine wildlife and magnificent glaciers

Picnicking on Alaskan specialties on the banks of a
glacier-fed lake

Walking along the famed Iditarod Trail

Marveling at the spectacular mountain views from
the chateau-style Hotel Alyeska

Exploring with local guides who introduce you to
their friends so you feel like you've truly touched
Alaska

"Classic Journeys excels in providing exceptional guides familiar with the local area. Mark was a good case in point.
He was great at adapting to the interests and abilities of the group and seeing to it that everyone had a good time."

-Bert and Jo Ann E., Red Lodge, MT


